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should happen any counter-revolution, he secures the heads of all others against accidents, and if the revolution is fully effected, the nullity of his character will of course seclude him from all weight and authority. He relishes this idea. I then take the opportunity to inculcate upon his mind anew the advantage of an administration whose characters are fair, which appears strongly in the case of M. Necker, to whose probity everything is pardoned. He feels conviction, but it will not last. His temper is turned towards intrigue and must unite itself to them of similar disposition. At going away I ask him if he sees often the gentleman I presented to him. He says that he does not. Mentions, however, his name (the Bishop d'Autun), which I did not intend, and tells me that he desired to have given him the King's library, with the Abb6 de Sieyes * under him, as a step toward F Education nationak^ which is the Bishop's hobby-horse. I undertake to make this communication at his request. Visit Madame de Chastellux. She tells me that Monsieur is not much applauded in society, that is, in good company. I am not at all surprised at this. Go from hence to Madame de Laborde's, having first written a little extempore address to the Duchess as from Madame de Chastellux, to whom she had presented a small clock comme dtrennes :
To show how the minutes glide swiftly away,
Dear Princess, a present you send; Oh come, by your presence this loss to repay,
Oh come at the call of your friend.
Your goodness has taught me those moments to prize,
Your kindness their value bestows, And my love, like the bounty which beams from your eyes,
Each moment more fervently glows."
*Abbfe Sieyls, a central figure through all the years of the French Revolution, from the moment of writing, in 1789, the brochure entitled, " Qu'est-ce qtie le Tiers Stat/1 until ten years later he was dismissed and placed in theStates in Paris.; in effect, he feels attached to his ;| plan, which is natural, but if adopted, I think it will work                                I evil to him as well as to the countiy, for the paper money must depreciate. He asks whether, in my opinion, the paper proposed by the committee will sustain its value. I tell him no, but that he had better let the plan of his opponents do the mischief. He seems to be convincedationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
